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Documentation of SOLPOOL Events 

1 Summary Sheet 

Event: 
 

Joint Workshop for owners and installers  

“Solar Thermal Systems for outdoor swimming pools heating” 

Task number 4.03.01.08 

Date, Location, Time: 11.02.2009, 16.00 -20.00 

Grand Hotel Palace (305 - 307 Monastiriou str. 54627 Thessalo-
niki, Greece)  

Theme: Solar Energy use in outdoor swimming pools 

Target group:  Owners and operators 

 Installers 

Performance: 5 presentations and discussion  

Participants: 127 participants, see attached list of participants [4.6] 

Success: The workshop was organized by CRES in Thessaloniki, in 
Northern Greece.  

During the event, the SOLPOOL project was presented by Ms 
Effie Korma (CRES).  

Mr Emmanouel Kastanakis, President of the Greek Solar Indus-
try Association (EBHE) made a presentation of the development 
of ST systems and technologies as well as the ST market status 
in Greece.  

The available technologies, the environmental gains, the energy 
savings and system costs, technical aspects as well as the Im-
pact Advisor tool were presented by Ms Rozi Christodoulaki & 
Mr Dimitris Chasapis (CRES).  

Mr Dimitris Nalbantis (HELIONAL SA) made a presentation of an 
ST system installation for the heating of a private pool in a 
house located in Corfu island.  

The discussion was focused on technical & economical aspects.

Download: The presentations can be downloaded under 
http://www.solpool.info/2335.0.html  
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2 Workshop Preparation 

In order to enhance the dissemination of the ST technology for pool heating and the results 
of the project, the 3rd joint workshop was organized in Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki is the busi-
ness centre of Northern Greece.  

The Solpool workshop was referring both to solar thermal systems installers as well as pool 
owners and operators. 

SOLPOOL & SOLAIR projects synergy. 
Since CRES is participating in both SOLPOOL and SOLAIR projects and after consideration 
of the points discussed during the last project meeting in Athens regarding potential projects 
synergies,, Ms Rozi Christodoulaki (SOLAIR & SOLPOOL) and Ms Effie Korma (SOLPOOL) 
decided to include a session for the Solar air-conditioning technology in the SOLPOOL event 
in Thessaloniki. The other costs referring to conference room rent, catering, etc, were cov-
ered both by SOLPOOL and SOLAIR projects  
The target groups of both projects are similar and this action improved the dissemination 
impact in the region of northern Greece. 

The promotion of the workshop was accomplished through: 

 common press release by CRES press office (local press, monthly e-newsletter of 
Hellenic Technical Chamber) (4.4) 

 announcement on CRES website calendar and homepage [1] 

 announcement on Solpool website (Greek pages) [2] 

 850 invitations that were distributed to the SOLPOOL db entries and relevant CRES 
db entries, as well as to hoteliers lists of Northern Greece 

Taking into account the comments from the questionnaires, collected from the previous 
event, the content of the technical presentations was updated and enriched with more de-
tailed information on the system’s designing and dimensioning.  

3 Workshop Performance 

127 participants attended the SOLPOOL workshop, which was held from 16.30 to 20.00 
(see programme 4.2). The attendants were solar thermal installers, engineers (private and 
public sector) and architects, pool owners and a small number of hoteliers. 33 of the atten-
dants returned the evaluation questionnaire filled. All the attendants received a folder with 
the workshop material (brochure, flyer, cd-rom, newsletter, questionnaire etc). 

3.1 Presentations 

During the event the key speakers presented the following topics: 

 “Solpool – Solar Energy Use for outdoor swimming pools, an IEE Project”, Effie 
KORMA , CRES 
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The presentation included a short reference to the CRES activities, the main scope, 
the consortium, the target groups and key actors, the main activities and the ex-
pected results of the project, as well as the contact details of the technical help desk.  

 “The development of ST systems and technologies - ST market status in Greece”, Mr 
Emmanouel KASTANAKIS, President of EBHE [3]. 

The main topics of this presentation were: the contribution of Solar Energy to the 
opening of new employment positions in Greece and an outline of proposals for the 
development of Greek solar thermal market.    

  “Solar thermal technologies for outdoor swimming pool heating”, Rozi CHRISTO-
DOULAKI, CRES 

The principle, the components of the system, planning & dimensioning, cost and 
benefits, environmental gains and good practice examples were the main topics of 
this presentation. 

 “Technical Aspects-The Impact Advisor Tool”, Dimitris CHASAPIS, CRES 

Mr D. Chasapis proceeded to a detailed presentation of the Impact Advisor tool (ver-
sion 1 & 2), which included the assumptions, required data, input & output as well as 
examples of calculations for different locations, collector types etc, considered for the 
employment of the tool.  

 Private pool in Corfu Island example. 

Mr Dimitris Nalbantis (HELIONAL SA) made a presentation of a ST system installa-
tion for the heating of a private pool in a house located on Corfu Island. Helional de-
signed the all system and is also the manufacturer of the solar thermal collector.  

 

See attached MS Power Point slides (4.5) 

3.2 Discussion 

The discussion that followed the presentation was focused on technical issues referring to 
the installation and operation of ST systems. In specific, questions were raised concerning 
the types of collectors, the dimensioning and planning for ST for pool heating and domestic 
hot water production, the temperatures that can be achieved as well as issues regarding the 
maintenance of the systems. Moreover, most of the attendants were interested in economic 
and cost data as well as the availability of funding schemes and the prospects for introduc-
ing new incentives for encouraging the installation of ST systems.  

3.3 Conclusion 

The workshop was received with much enthusiasm in terms of quality and information by its 
attendants whereas its outcomes were proved significant for the future development of the 
relevant market. Among others, the President of the Chalkidiki Hotels Association, who at-
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tended the workshop, invited CRES to replicate this event, in Chalkidiki, in order to inform 
the Association’s members. The discussion on technical and economical aspects of ST in-
stallations for swimming pool heating, along with the presentation of future prospects signi-
fied a mobilization of the different stakeholders, who participated actively acquiring detailed 
information on both the project’s results and the continuation of briefing on related issues. 
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4 Workshop Documentation 

4.1 Invitation 
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4.2 Programme 
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4.3 Registration Form 
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4.4 Press release 
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4.5 Power Point presentation 
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4.6 List of Participants 
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4.7  Photos 

  

  

  

The key speakers and the audience  
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4.8 The event in the media  

(copies of articles published in local & national newspapers and links to videos) 
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