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1 Introduction 

Following information is based on surveys performed by the Swiss solar organisation Swis-
solar. Swissolar has about 180 members, formerly producers, planners and installers of all 
solar energy applications.   

2 Environmental conditions for the use of Solar Thermal systems 

The development of the Switzerland solar thermal market can be seen in the chart below.  
Since 2003 a continuous increase of the installed collector area is remarkable. Until the end 
of 2007 a total of 0,67 Mio. m2 of collectors have been installed, corresponding to an in-
stalled power of 490 MWth.   

 

 

Figure 1: The solar thermal market in Switzerland (swissolar) – installed square-
meters per year 

 

The corresponding figures show the development of the unglazed absorber market. There is 
a downtrend from 1998 with a stagnation of installed absorbers from 2002 until today.  
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Figure 2: The market of unglazed absorbers for swimming pool heating in Switzer-
land (Swissolar) – installed squaremeters per year 

 

The distribution of Solar Energy (Global radiation of yearly sums) is shown in the following 
chart. It can be seen that from 1050 kWh/m² in the northwestern regions up to 1600 kWh/m² 
in the highland of the southeastern mountains with peak values of up to 1700 kWh/m 
kWh/m². 

 

 

Figure 3: Solar radiation map of Switzerland (swissolar)  
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3 Market analysis 

Although no official report related to the number of existing open air swimming pools have 
been published it can be estimated that in Switzerland approximately 700 public open air 
pools are existing1. In addition to the public pools approximately 400 private pool were built 
each year2. 

Suppliers in Switzerland 
At the moment following producers of solar absorbers can be listed, distinguished between 
public and private pools:  

Public Private  

X  AS Absorber von Energie solaire SA, Z.I. Ile Falcon, 3960 Sierre / Wallis 
, Suisse 

X  AQUA-SOL-System von Rüesch Solartechnik, Dottikon 

X  FS-Energiedach-System, Müggler Dach&Wand, Thal & Reineck 

X  Soltec, Solarroof 

X X Minder Technik, 8424 Embrach 

 X Relax-Pool, GmbH, 8597 Landschlacht 

 X ESPA Schweiz, 4563 Gerlafingen 

 

 

                                                 
1 Estimations of the Assoziation of in door and out door pools (VHF) machtes with the operator of the 
www.swissbadeanstalt.ch. For the cantons and the swiss federal office these figures have not been recorded. 

2 Dr. Andreas Altwegg, Geschäftsführer SVBP: http://www.svbp.org/referat_altwegg.pdf 
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4 Best practices 

4.1 Pool 1 – Botza in Vetroz 
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4.2 Pool 2 – Piscine de Versoix 
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4.3 List of recommended open air pools in Switzerland (swissolar) 
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5 Finances 

Legal foundations 
 
The MuKEn 08 (Cantons regulations in the energy field of the cantons) claim for outdoor 
heating the using renewable energies. This is valid too for open air pools larger then 8m² 
pool surface. Half of the cantons already make this regulation to rule, others are in the plan-
ning phase. 

Subsidies and grants 
 
No specific programmes for funding the investment costs for open air swimming pools exist 
in Swizzerland, either in the cantons nor for the assoziation of in- and outdoor-pools (VHF). 


